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In 2017 I commenced as South Australia’s Commissioner for Children and Young People.  My role is to position the needs, interests and well-being of children and young people front and centre in policy, practice and services affecting them.
In fulfilling my role I am committed to being a Commissioner who:
• engages in two-way discussions with children and young people
• connects to children and young people in both metro and rural areas
• meets children and young people in their spaces and in their time, and this includes at early learning centres, schools and community centres

• liaises with services and advocates alongside children and young people• demonstrates respect and valuing of children through active involvement in all that I do.

Over the next five years, I will visit regional communities across  
South Australia to ensure young regional voices inform and  
contribute to my work.

I will ensure that local decision makers and service providers receive my 
regional wrap-up as a record of some of the views and opinions of local 
children and young people.

I encourage community leaders who are able to create opportunities 
to engage children and young people in ongoing dialogue as a tangible 
way of building community participation.

What I did. . .
I have known about the strong community partnerships and 
collaborative working arrangements in Port Lincoln for many 
years so it was no surprise that West Coast Youth Services, 
Eyre Futures, Baptist Care and Australian Red Cross put on a 
joint session to meet with young people who were attending a 
range of their programs plus the Eyre Futures advisory group.

Who I saw
Meeting at the Youth Hub on what was one of the wettest, 
windiest and coldest of Port Lincoln days, we had a warm 
reception from all in attendance and some great insights into 
what the young people believe are some of the not so obvious 
challenges of living in Port Lincoln.

We also connected to younger age children in foster care 
supported by Aboriginal Family Support Services and played 
games whilst discussing what was important to them.

A visit to Port Lincoln Children’s Centre to meet with their kindy 
kids produced a fantastic array of drawings on how they saw 
the world and their place in it and how they interact with their 
community.

Show your colours day at Port Lincoln High School created a 
very casual environment (albeit with a bit of team rivalry) to 
meet with their students. I met with hundreds of students in 
class groups and with special units including the Aboriginal 
student learning program and South Australian Aboriginal 
Sports Training Academy.

I was also able to meet with the student leadership groups 
from Navigator College primary and secondary classes and 
hear their unique perspectives on how they wanted to make 
SA a better place for young people.
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What I heard.. .
The children and young people of 
Port Lincoln were very clear about the 
things they wanted me to share with the 
district council and local MP’s.

They spoke about  the lack of recreation 
facilities for older age children.

They acknowledged there were 
playgrounds for younger children but 
said they were actively discouraged 
from being there and using those 
recreational areas.

They suggested the new space should be 
accessible and prominent not tucked away 
and be around the foreshore to ensure  
they are visible to the community.

They felt that a water slide and water features should 
be incorporated and a flying fox, rock climbing wall, 
maze parkour area with free wifi and swings would be a 
great addition to Port Lincoln.

Also, they felt that increasing the performing arts 
programs would be beneficial, in particular all-age gigs 
and dance competitions. Significant numbers of young 
people also mentioned that a dog park in Port Lincoln 
would be great. 

The Youth Hub clearly had a lot of meaning for many of 
the young people in Port Lincoln as a space where they 
felt supported and encouraged by people who they felt 
genuinely cared for them.

 
What I was asked to share.. .
A significant part of the commentary in Port Lincoln 
focussed on asking me to try and influence the way in 
which decisions about children are made without their 
input. In the words of a 13 year old boy in 8th grade 
“don’t make changes based on what you think children 
should want, base them on what they want.”

Some young people felt that the local Aboriginal culture 
was missing from the school curriculum and community 
life. Some public acknowledgement of local Aboriginal 
culture and traditions in art or sculpture was suggested 
by some young people as being a significant way of 
demonstrating reconciliation and building relationships.

A number of students also expressed a desire for better 
education in schools around healthy and respectful 
relationships.
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What we heard?

Commissioner for Children and Young People Helen Connolly hears ideas from 
students Cameron Decoster and Mira Liebenberg as part of her Listening Tour
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